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I’ve heard ‘but I need’ far too many times from beginning 
artists, writers, hobbysists, and crafters.  Most of the times 
have been in my own head as I’ve started a project! 
 
There’s always an excuse not to create.  There’s always some-
thing that would make that excuse go away and make it easier.  
Time, money, a fully stocked and heated studio overlooking Quincy Street, friends who will give 
us constructive criticism (but not too much), publishers who will finally realize just how awe-
some of a writer I am because I refuse to use ellipses ... 
 
So what we are really trying to do through the Block Studios is simply take away any excuse 
that could halt 15 minutes of creation.  I know … pretty mean.  But we also believe that the 
simple act of creating hones more than just the skills needed to create—it sharpens our joy, 
gratitude, and empathy.  Personally, I am happier, more likely to give, and less likely to knock 
others’ creations when I say, “Shhh,” to that idiot inside that sees only lack.  
 
On the back is a project from a gal who taught me how to shut up that internal editor (at least 
for a little while).  Linda Somlai is a professional artist and the project shows how she took the 
‘nothing else  is needed’ approach to creating ‘Madame Hudson’. 
 
September 22nd, 7p.m. will be our Walk Up Workshop at the Knitting Block Studio, just south 
of the intersection of 17th Ave. NE and Monroe St. NE.  We will be holding others soon at the 
other Studios as well.  Drop on by and knit, or gab, or take or leave any textile arts resources 
you may have or need.  There will be some knitters on hand to tell you how to start the sim-
plest of projects. 
 
We are also starting phase two, and moving into other NE neighborhoods beyond Logan Park.  
So if you’re interested in hosting a Studio, or just hoping that we move to your neighborhood, 
give us an email and let us know. 
 
Keep up with us on facebook (www.facebook.com/blockstudioproject) and Instagram, or email 
us at blockstudioproject@gmail.com.  We’d love to connect with you.  
 
Mathew Somlai, Coordinator 



Get off  your can project 

Start with your not so vintage 

tins and cans and cut out the 

fun images for later, than cut 

the rest into long triangles. 

Roll the triangles  

into beads.   
A lot of  beads. 

Make scenes and  

designs with your 

strung beads and 

saved images riveted 

together. 

And find your masterpiece. 


